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LUKE xiv. latter Part of thel2 3d Verſe. 


- And compel them to come in, that my 


FTouſe may be filled. 


E have here a Text, which has been made 
the conſtant Plea for Religious Perſecution 

ever ſince the fourth Century of Chriſtianity. 
-----That ſingle Word compel, perverſely explain'd, and 
impiouſly apply'd, has ſhed more Blood, and made 
more Havock amongſt Mankind, than Plague, Peſti- 
lence, Famine, or any other natural Evil fince the 
General Deluge. The Hiſtory of the Chriſtian World 
ſupplies us with but too many ſhocking Proofs of the 
Truth of this Aſſertion; and that Maſter-picce of Vil- 
lany +, (the providential Eſcape from which we ſo late- 
ly commemorated) that mighty Miſchief, big with the 
impending Ruin of the Brizi/h Nation, took its firſt 
Riſe from the ſame infernal Origin. But if I may be 
allowed to explain the 077ginal Word, the Fallacy of 
that impious Gloſs will be ſoon detected. 

It is an eſtabliſhed Rule in fair Criticiſm, to keep 
the Scope and Defign of the Author conſtantly in our 
View; and whenever we mcet with a Word either of 
a doubtful Meaning, or capable of admitting different 
Senſes, (which 1s extremely common 1n all Languages) 


+ The Gunpowder Plot. 
always 
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always to explain it in ſuch a manner as to make the 
Author conſiſtent with himſelf.-----The Word in the 
Original, which our Tranſlators have rendered cosmpel, 
ſignifies not only to force and to conſtrain, but alſo ro 
teaze, to urge, and to preſs home with Vehemence and 
importunity. If we try this celebrated Paſſage by this 
equitable Rule, the fair nforce d Meaning will appear 
evidently to be this: © Go and invite all Nations to 
« embrace my Religion, and repreſent it to them in 
the moſt amiable Light: Lay before them the Excel- 
« Jency of its Doctrines, and convince them of its 
C Tendency to promote their greateſt Happineſs both 
chere and hereafter ; apply both to the Head and 
Heart, and urge and preſs them to come into it by 
« the Force and Energy of Reaſon, and the ſoothing 
Arts of ſoft Per/uaſion.” 

This Interpretation ſpeaks the mild, the engaging 
Language of the Prince of Peace, the great and good 
Author of Chriſtianity.----When queſtion'd about the 
Principles of his Religion, he declares it to be founded 
in Love itſelf: By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my 
Diſciples, if ye have Love one to another. When aſk'd, 
whether a Man was oblig'd to forgive his Brother more 
than /ever: times? I tell you, ſays our Lord, with em- 
phatic Vehzmence, more than ſeventy times ſeven.---S0 
far from reſenting Affronts, he enjoins his Followers to 
return Love even for Hatred; Bleſſings even for Curſes; 
and to do good to thoſe very Men who perſecuted and 


aeſpitefully uſed them. When his Diſciples, heated 
with a little of ht Spirit, which has blaz'd out fo 


furioutly 
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furiouſly ſince in their unworthy Succeſſors, wanted to 
call down Fire from Heaven upon the inhoſpitable and 
heretic Samaritans; our Lord mortifies their ind Zeal 
with this ever memorable Reproof : Ye know not what 
manner of Spirit ye are of ; for the Son of Man is not 
come to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to ſave them.---When 
St. Peter's officious Zeal drew his Sword in defence of 
his betray'd Maſter ; the ever-merciful Jeſus rebukes 
the bold Apoſtle, and demonſtrates the true Spirit of 
the Religion, which he came to teach, by healing his 
wounded Adver/ary.--- Far from aiming at JYealth, at 
Grandeur or temporal Power, he laid hold of every 
Opportunity to diſclaim them. When interrogated by 
Pilate about his Kingdom, he affirms in the moſt 
clear and explicit terms, that it was not of this Yor ld. 
Strange then | can Chriſtianity, which breathes the 
warmeſt Sentiments of the moſt diffuſive Benevolence; 
---whoſe very Characteriſtic, or diſtinguiſhing Mark is 
univerſal Love ;---whoſe whole Strain is Peace, is Har- 
mony, and ſoft Humanity ;--- can that mild, that 
good-natur'd Religion be forc'd to patronixe the black- 


eſt Treaſons, and the moſt bloody Maſſacres, and 


to give a Santtion to the ſavage Horrors of a mercileſs 
Inquiſition ?--- Can the Doctrine of the humble, the 
diſintereſted Jeſus, be made the Foundation of that enor- 
mous Superſirufture of Wealth and Power,--- plann'd 
by Ambition, rais'd by Fraud,--- and cemented by 
Blood ; which has ſpread far and wide its deſtructive 
Sway, and made the Nations groan for ſo many Ages 
under the iron Hand of Oppreſſion? Alas ! convinc'd 
B | 


by 


61 
by fatal Experience, there is hardly a Kingdom in Eu- 
rope but what can produce S/ceding Proofs of this 
mournful Truth. 

Would we unmaſk Popery, and contemplate it in its 
native Light; we muſt conſider it not as a regular 
Syſtem of Religion, but as a Scheme of worldly Inte- 
reſt, projected and carried on by the moſt retin'd Arts 
of the moſt wicked Policy. 

By what Arts therefore this Infant State grew up to 
Empire; by what unequal Strain of Policy it doubly 
enſlav'd Mankind, and ufurp'd unlimited Power over 
the Soul as well as the Body; ſhall be the Subject of my 
Diſcourſe on this important Occaſion. 

About the fourth Century, when Chriſtianity pre- 
vail d ſo far as to become the eſtabliſh'd Religion of the 
Roman Empire, its Profeſſors, who had ſtruggled thro' 
lo many fiery Trials, began now to taſte the intoxi- 
cating Sweets of Peace and Plenty; and thoſe Vices 
which had been ſo long nipp'd and kept under by the 
Rigour of Poverty and Perſecution, ſhot out a-treſh, 
and took the deepeſt Root in the luxuriant Soil of Pro- 
ſperity. 

From this remarkable Period we may juſtly date the 
Decline of Chriſtianity.— The Church indeed grew 
great and flourith'd ; that is, the Eccleſiaſtics increas'd 
alike in Wealth and Power : But alas | Morality de- 
 creas'd too in the ſame Proportion. As they were now 
enrich'd by the Spoils of Paganiſm, they began to deck 
themſelves out too with its Plumes +; and Rome once 
more ſaw a Sovereign Pontiff ariſe, who as much out- 

+ Sce Dr. Middleten's Letter from Rome. 
{hone 
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ſhone the former in Pomp and Splendor, as he was ſu- 
perior to him in Wealth and Power. This pretended 
Vicar of the humble Jeſus, inſtead of being clothed 
with 5e Mildneſs and Humility, now blaz'd out with 
the dazzling Luſtre of triple Diadems.--- Inſtead of 
ſerving his Diſciples after the Example of his meek and 
gentle Maſter, he now ſaw Monarchs themſelves pay- 
ing ſervile Adoration at his Foot-ſtool ; and with a 
Pride ſecond to none but that of the rebel Archangel, 
trampled upon the Necks of ſuppliant Emperors $.--- 
Inſtead of being contented with the humble State of 
his unambitious Lord, he, in contempt of his Example, 
and in direct Oppoſition to his expreſs Declaration, tha: 
his Kingdom was not of this World, erected a new and 
unheard-of Empire---- A ſpiritual Tyranny independent 
of the Civil Magiſtrate----A kind of Sovereignty as ab- 
ſurd as it is impious. For as all Government was firſt 
inſtituted for the Safety and Happineſs of Society, this 
Empire, within an Empire]; this double Sovereignty in 
Church and State, muſt inevitably tend to Diviſion and 
Deſtruction. Since © two Heads in the Body Politic 
are as monſtrous and inconſiſtent as they would be 
in the Body Natural.” 

The ſucceſsful Engines that rais'd this mighty Fa- 
bric to that amazing Height, were chiefly the imagi- 
nary Power of the Prieſthood, and that learned Igno- 


+ The Emperors Henry the IVth, treated in that manner by Gregory 
the VIIth called Hildebrand, and Frederick the Iſt and IId by Adrian 
the IVth, Alexander the IIld, and Gregory the IXth. Sce Plating de 
vitis Pontificum. Baronius's Annals, Cardinal Benno, Sc. 

l| Imperium in Imperio, 
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rance, the Jargon of the Schools.--- The Power of the 
Prieſt was gradually ftrain'd up to ſuch a Pitch of Ex- 
travagance, that he was at laſt veſted even with a Share 


of Omnipotence itſelf, and by a new kind of Deifi- 


cation, unknown to their Pagan Predeceſſors, could 


impreſs Divinity itſelf on a conſecrated Wafer. The 
Learning of the Schools, rather the incoherent Dreams 
of brain- ſick Lunacy than the Productions of Thought 
and Study, by impoſing empty Words for folid Truth, 
and unmeaning Jargon for ſound Reaſon, ſtifled eve 
Branch of uſeful Knowledge, put the Byfy and the 
Inquifitive upon a wrong Scent, and diverted them 
from ſuch Reſearches as might have prov'd deſtructive 
to their gainful Syſtem. 

The Luſt of Empire is perhaps of all the Paſſions 
the moſt reſtleſs and inſatiable.— As Wealth and 
Grandeur therefore were the darling Objects of the 
Church of Rome, ſhe employ'd every Art of Fraud, 
and ſtrain'd every Verve of Power, to compaſs her fa- 
vourite End.---And the Good of the Church, that im- 


' pious, tho' ſpecious Maſk, that veil'd over her /ecre: 


Views, ſanctify d the moſt horrid and the blackeſt 
Means. 

To find out, and apply to the Foible, or ruling Paſ- 
{ton of the People we would govern,--- is one of the 
wiſeſt and ſureſt Maxims of human Policy. But no 
Politician ever put is Rule in practice with ſuch a Series 
os Succeſs as the Church of Name. By ſoothing the 
Vices, or ſtriking in with the Paſſions 45 weak or am- 
bitious Princes, ſhe not only extended ore and more 
wide 
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wide her almoſt univerſal Sway; but ſhar'd deeply in the 
Plunder of their doubly fleec'd, and doubly enflav'd Sub- 
jects.---Are her Votaries of the caſily deluded Vulgar, who 
are caught by oui e Shew, and the tinſel Trappings of 
Religion? She can dazzle their cheated Eyes with the 
Pomp and Splendor of her Worſhip.-— She can amuſe 
them with the Parade and Pageantry of Proceſſions, and 
with devout Farces, and religious Puppet-Shews.--- Arc 
they the Elegant and the Polite * She can charm their 
Taſte with fine Paintings, maſterly Statues, and the melt- 
ing Touches of the moſt exquiſite Mutic,---Are they the 
rigid, the weak, or the timorous Bigots? She can touch 
their Paſſions with a maſterly Hand ; and elevate the Soul 
with falſe Hopes, or depreſs it with as groundleſs Fears.--- 
She can feed the Credulity of Superſtition with fabulous Le- 
gends, fictitious Miracles, ſacred Amulets, and preſervative 
Charms againſt every Ill.--- She has at her beck Legions of 
inferior tutelar Deities, to aſſiſt at every Exigencc, and pre- 
fide even in the moſt ſervile Offices . She can preſcribe 
bare-foot Pilgrimages, the Rod of Diſcipline made? for the 
Backs of Fools, and a ſenſeleſs Train of ſour Auſterities to 
indulge the Spleen of the gloomy Enthuſiaſt. 

Are they the Men of Pleaſure, or the licentious Liber- 
tines? She is never at a Loſs for /avingExpedients. She can 
ſmooth the Way to Paradiſe, and retail what Stock they 
pleaſe of heavenly Treaſures, in exchange for, what ſhe 
moſt covets, their Earthly ones: And ſhe can /#// the 
ſroward Conſcience of the wneaſy Sinner to reſt by the 
quieting Opiate of Ablolution.---- 

Thus Vice may be indulg'd, and yet Heaven Gates 
ſtand open; Morality, made to give Place to Zeal; and 
the Laws of God be violated with Impunity. 


+ See Middleton's Letter. 8 8 
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But ſhould a Rebel Son preſume to oppoſe her Doc- 
trines, or call but the leaſt of her ſacred Prerogatives in 
queſtion; ſhe invokes at once the Almighty's Thunder, 
and directs the vengeful Bolts at the devoted Head of the 
daring Criminal. No Appellations are then too black; 
no Execrations too dire t; nay, Hell itſelf with all its pe- 
nal Fires, is ſcarce thought a Puniſhment adequate to the 
unpardonable Offence. The unrelenting Demon of Per- 
ſecution is let looſe to fpread Death and Defolation thro” 
the trembling Nations. The Ties of Law and Nature 
are diſſolv d. Princes are depos'd, and their Kingdoms. 
proclaim'd a Prey to each rapacious Invader||.---Does ſhe 
deſpair of carrying her Point by the bold Attacks of open 
Violence? She can ſtrike home the ſecret Dagger of the 
Enthuſiaſt, and ſanctify the black Aſſaſſin +.-—Nay, ſhe 
can make, what ſhe calls, the adorable Body of Chriſt 
himſelf the unſuſpected Vehicle to her holy Poifon.--- In 
Rome's Anti-chriſtian Goſpel the Beatitudes are revers'd.— 
It is there wrote in bloody Characters, Bleſſed are the Un- 
merciful; and thoſe ſeem to have the fronge/t Claim to 
Mercy from God, who in the Canſe of Holy Church have 
ihewn leaſt to their Fellow-Creatures. 
Of all the Senſes, Sight is the moſt excellent, and the 
leaſt liable to Impoſition.— But leſt her Children ſhould 
/ee Things in a Light inconſiſtent with her Schemes of 
Darkneſs, ſhe artfully perſuaded them to ſhut their Eyes 
in order to enlighten their Faith, and pay her Infallibility 
+ See the Form of Excommunication in the Church of Rome. 


| See the Hiſtory of Europe from the 8th Century,---particularly the Per- 


ſecutions of the Valdenſes and Albigenſas; allo in Bobemia, Hungary, Sileſia, 
Moravia, Sc. 


+ Henry the IIld and IVth of France ſtabb'd ; the one by James Clement, a 


Dominican; the other firſt wounded by Jobn Chaſtel, and afterwards aſſaſſi- 
nated by Ravaillac, both Diſciples of the Jeſuits. 
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an implicit Compliment of their Senſes and Underſtand. 
ing.---< We, read of a whimſical Philoſopher + who 
« put out his Eyes to give fairer Play to his Reaſon ; 
but to extinguiſh the Light of Reaſon itſelf to make 
* way for Religion, is of the two Projects the more wild. 
« and unnatural.”---As ſoon as this modeſt Demand was. 
comply'd with, ſhe obtruded Error upon Error ; and at 
laſt ſumm'd up all in her Maſter-piece, that Complication 
of all Abſurdities in one, Tranſubſtantiation; the greateſt 
Inſult that ever yet was ofter'd to human Reaſon.---To 
ſuppreſs the glorious Light of the Goſpel, ſhe lock'd it 
up in an unknown Language; and thus moſt effectually 
confin'd it to the Cloyſters of a few Learned Religious, 
who were too ſenſible of their proper Intereſt to produce 
ſo dangerous an Enemy. 

Thus Learning ſunk, Arts expir'd; and one folid 
Gloom, one black Night of Ignorance overſpread the 
whole Face of the Chriſtian World.---The Ignorance of 
thoſe more than barbarous Ages would ſcem incredible 
and romantic, had we not authentic Monuments of this 
melancholy Truth ſtill remaining upon Record. That 
famous Law call'd the Benefit of Clergy, which ſtill ſub- 
fifts in our own Nation, was an Attempt of Alfred, the 
wiſeſt and braveſt of our Saxon Monarchs, to reſtore 
Learning in his Dominions. That great Prince ſaw the 
groſs Ignorance of his People with a paternal Sorrow. To 
remedy this Evil, he by that Law forgave various Ot- 
fences therein mention'd, provided the Offender was able 
to read but one fingle Line in his Mother-Language.--- 
But to ſhew that Ignorance was not. confin'd to Britain 
only; but extended wide her leaden Sway over the reſt 


+ Democritus of Abdera. 
t Rapin's Hiſtory of Eng/and.—See the Hiſtory of the 1oth Century, *% 
| ot 
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of the Chriſtian World ;--- give me leave to produce a re- 
markable Inſtance from one of the molt celebrated, and (tho 
a Romiſh Ecclefiaſtic) moſt impartial of her Hiſtorians . 
When that rich and powerful Body of Men the Knights 
Femplars were diffoly'd and exterminated, their Grand 
Maſter was ſummon'd before a Conſiſtory appointed by 
the then Pope for his Trial. Yet that great Man, tho' 
at the Head of a mighty and numerous Order, partly 
Eccleſiaſtical and partly Military; tho' deſcended from a 
Family of the firſt Rank, and educated in the higheſt 
Mode of thoſe Ages, alledg d in his Plea, -- that he was 
an wnletter'd Knight; trankly acknowledging, that he 
was. neither able to write nor to read. 
Thus ftood the State of the Chriſtian World; till Les 
the Xth, by reviving Arts and reſtoring Learning, fur- 
niſh'd the Enemies of Papal Uſurpation with Arms for its 
Deſtruction : And that vaſt Machine, the labour'd Work 
of Ages, funk under the Weight of its own enormous 
Greatneſs. The ſhameful Traffic of Indulgencies, where 
Ein was licens' d, and Heaven itſelf ſet up to Sale, 7/ſued 
out and inforc'd by that very Pope, rouz'd Mankind from 
their fatal Lethargy, and produc'd the Reformation. The 
Light of that (like that of the firſt creating Power) beam'd 
thro' thoſe darkſome Regions, diſſolv d the Shackles of Su- 
perſtition, and bade Reaſon once more reſume her Empire. 
Then fair Liberty, with her ſmiling Train, Freedom of 
Thought, ſolid Learning, elegant Arts, -unwearied In- 
duſtry, buſy Trade with its Companion Wealth, and its 
beſt Support ever- ſacred Property, fix'd their laſting Re- 
{1dence in our happy Iſland. Theſe are the Bleſſings which 
either followed or were confirmed to us by the RTO R=“ 
* Hiſtore de Malte par Vertot. 
Fo MATION. 
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MATION. Theſe are the Bleſſings which were ſtill more 
ſtrongly ſecur'd to us by the late happy Revolution. 
Theſe are the invaluable Bleſſings, cheaply purchas'd by 


our deareſt Blood, which are again attack'd, are again in 


Danger. Rebellion once more lifts her impious Head in 


our native Land, ravages our fertile Fields, and marks 
her Way with Deſolation. Exulting Rome once more 
devours the well-known Prey in ſecret Hope; and our two 
moſt powerful, as well as moſt implacable, Enemies +, 
menace us with the galling Yoke of Servitude. 


Stood but Britain united, and collected in herſelf, ſhe 


might ſecurely face the driving Tempeſt, and ſcatter the 
hoſtile Invaders; as ſhe repels the threatning Waves, that 
ſpend their idle Rage againſt her immoveable Cliffs. But 
what Grief, what Indignation mult it raiſe in every Breaſt 
amongſt us, to hear that Bitain ſtill produces ſome de- 
generate Sons, ſo unnatural as to ſtrike at the Vitals of 
our common Parent, and ſo i7fatuated as to invite Sla- 
very, and forge their own Chains! 

For a Free and Proteſtant People to expect a Deten- 
der of zheir Faith and Liberties in a Prince train'd up in 
the Shirit of the Court, as well as Church of Rome, is 
an Abſurdity that affronts Common Senſe.---"Tis to c- 
init our Flocks to the Care of Wolves; and to intru/ft 
our deareſt Treatures to the Hands of the Spoiler. 

To exterminate (what ſhe calls) Hereſy out of their Do- 
minions, is the firſt fundamental Principle which Roe 
inſtills into her Royal Children.---Should therefore the 
Reins of Power be once {urrender'd into the encroaching 


Hand of Popery, where is our Security? Where is our 


Bulwark againſt her mad Career ?---Royal Honour, (will 
they plead) or Royal Oaths ? Alas! weak Detences | Cob- 


T France and Spain, 
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web Barriers; which are diſſolv'd and puff d away with 
the ſingle Breath of an all- powerful Diſpenſation.--- An 
Oath indeed is a ſacred ae between two Parties, 


where the Deity is moſt ſolemnly invok' d, not only as a 
IVitneſs to it, but as an Avenger of its Violation. But 
can the moſt 4;nding Oaths that Words can frame, or Wit 
invent, controul that aſſuming Power, who dares to ſu- 
perſede the Decrees even of Omnipotence itſelf ? 

That Faith, tho' plighted in the moſt ſolemn Manner, 
is not to be 2 with Heretics, has been decreed and 
confirm'd by the united Sanction of Popes and Councils“; 
and the Hiſtory of the later Ages of the Church prove 
how religiouſly they have adher'd to this perfidious 
Maxim 3. Let me treſpaſs ſo far on your Patience as to 
produce two Inſtances which carry with them the ſtrong- 
eſt Conviction, and are the more pertinent at this Time, 
as the Scene of Action lay in zho/e very Nations, who are 
now /cagu'd together for our Deſtruction. 

When the French Proteſtants, after a long and bloody 
Struggle in Defence of their Religion and Liberties, in 
the Reign of Charles the IXth, were with their Chief + 
allur'd to Paris by the moſt ſpecious Baits of Friendſhip 
and Reconciliation :---When the Compact was ſeal'd with 
the moſt ſacred Oarhs, and cemented by a Royal Mar- 
riage ; yet in thoſe very Walls, ſacred to Peace, to Joy, 
to ſocial and to nuptial Love, our unhappy Proteſtant 
Brethren fell the ſad Victims of a too-eaſy Credulity,--- 
Were we to paint the Horrors of that black Night, Ima- 
gination itſelf would tire in the Deſcription, and Lan- 


Council of Conſtance. zd and th Leteron Councils. 

+ Sce the Acccount of John Llufs and Jerom of Prague, burnt by Or- 
der of the Council of Conftance. Revocation of the Edict of Nantz 
in 1685, Ec. 

+ he King of Navarre (afterwards Henry the TV th of France) married at 
that Time to Carles the IXth's Siſter, the Bait that drew the Proteſtants to 
Paris. guage 
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guage fink under us. Yet that complicated Scene of the 
fouleſt Perhdy, and the moſt remorſeleſs Cruelty, was re- 
ceiv'd at Rome, not only with Approbation, but with the 
higheſt Marks of Applauſe ; was juſtify'd by ſome of 
their ableſt Pens, and handed down in triumph to Poſte- 
rity on recording Medals||,---The other affords us a Leſſon 
equally inſtructive. 

When Charles V. ſucceeded to the Crown of Shai, 
he made a folemn Promiſe in his Coronation Oath, ta 
preſerve inviolate the Religion of the Moriſcoes, who then 
poſſeſs d a Part of that Country. And as the diſpenſing 
Power of the Pope was openly and inſolently avow'd, 
it was expreſly ſtipulated in that very Oath,---that no 
Diſþen/ation ſhould be defired on his Part, or accepted it 
offered; and that if he ſhould be prevailed upon to accept 
of one, yet that every Act conſequent upon ſuch a D, 
penſation, ſhould be deem'd null and void.----This (one 
would imagine) was the ſtrongeſt Fence that human Pru- 
dence could conzrive.---Yet, in ſhameful Violation of this 
every Way guarded Compact, the then Pope + granted, 
and that Emperor accepted a Diſpenſation, ab/ofving him 
from that very Obligation; ſully'd the Annals of his 
Reign with an eternal Blot, and finiſh'd the Ruin of 
that miſerably-deluded People 4. S0 plyant, fo ductile 
are the Conſciences of thoſe he Sons of the Church 
of Rome !----Or rather, how can they be ſaid with Pro- 
priety to have any Conſciences of zheir own, when they 
are /odg'd in the artful Hands of a crafty Confeſſor? 


| Pope Gregory the XIIIth made public Rejoicings at Rome for that Maſ- 
ſacre; and to immortalize the Action as one of the molt glorious Events of 
his Pontificate, caus'd a Medal to be ſtruck with his own Head on one Side, 
and on the Reverſe the Repreſentation of the Maſſacre, with this Inſcription, 
Ilugonotorum Strages. 

+ Clement the VIIth. 

t Hiltory of the Expulſion of the Acer out of Spain. Dr. Ceddes's 


Tracts. 
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Theſe are indelible Monuments to all Poſterity, of the 
Behaviour of Romiſb Princes to thoſe Subjects, who are 
fo unhappy as to differ from them in Opinion. In theſe 
tragic Specimens of Popiſh Faith, we may read our own 
ſad Deſtiny, ſhould our Countrymen ever be ſo loſt to Rea- 
fon, (which Heaven avert !) as to try the fatal Experiment. 

To explain the Excellency of our Conſtitution to yor 
{my Brethren) would in ne be Impertinence ; fince none 
perhaps have »vore ſiriking Opportunities of knowing the 
real Value of it than yowr/efves.----To enumerate the 
Royal Virtues,----to deſcribe the tender Affection, the 
anxious Concern, and the paternal Care of the ef of 
Princes to you, would be ſuperfluous. You who feel the 
protecting Influence of his ſalutary Government, as far as 
Commerce ſtretches her unwearied Wing. Our diſtreſſed 
Country now ſummons to her Aid the Head, the Heart, 
and Hand of her duteous Children, and claims the 7, 
Tribute of their Lives and Fortunes. And when our 
Country is at ſtake, it is the Part of filial Piety to re- 
ceive the impious Blow aim'd at our Common Mother, 
and to bleed a willing Sacrifice at the devoted Altar. 

We indeed, who by the Will of Providence reſide in this 
diffant Region, are excluded or wiſh'd-for Share of the 
glorious Danger.---"Tis ors, therefore, to teſtify our juſt 
Abhorrence of this unnatural Rebellion.---'Tis /s to 
implore Succeſs on the Arms of our Heroic Friends new 
fighting our Common Battles.---"Tis ors to aſſiſt with 
our moſt fervent Prayers, and beſt Wiſhes; (what car: 
we more!) and in our Hearts to emulate thoſe immortal, 
thoſe thrice-happy Patriots, who fall in Defence of that 
beſt, that nobleft Cauſe, Our RELICOION, our LIBER Tx, 


and our COUNTRY. 


FTE IS. 


—— — — 
— — — — an — 
— —— — — = " ä — — — w-- . — 
a 1 - = — — — - -—— — 
4 
* — 


4 


